Rutgers hopes to air it out today vs. Terrapins. 17 


Che Star-Ledger 


$2.00 EARLY SUNDAY EDITION 


MAHWAH 


Zoning disputes: Native Americans are latest 
group to clash with town over religious rites, 
in a battle that pits mansions against teepees. 


AFFILIATED WITH nJ com 


Owl, a Ramapough Lenape Indian tribe member and environmental rights lawyer, alleges Mahwah is “trying to criminalize religious 
gatherings and speech,” but the mayor insists it’s simply an issue of addressing zoning violations. Allison Pries, for The Star-Ledger 


Cases test both letter 
and spirit of the law 


Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


The Ramapough Lenape Indian tribe call the patch 
of land along the Rampo River “Split Rock Sweetwater,” a 
prayer ground where religious ceremonies are held for the 
roughly 3,700 registered tribe members who live in Mahwah, 
Ringwood and Hillburn, N.Y. But to neighbors in the Polo 
Club housing association, who pass the site whenever they 
leave their million-dollar homes, the property is an unper- 
mitted campground. 

And to Mahwah officials, Sweetwater is a one giant zon- 
ing violation. 

It’s also the backdrop for a second legal battle in which the 
township is embroiled involving religion and local laws that 
are seemingly at odds. 

While much of the public’s attention has been focused 
on a complaint filed by the attorney general last week that 
alleges the township used ordinances to discriminate 


against the Orthodox Jewish community, a weekly trial has 
been underway for a month, and it bears many of the same 
undertones of that case. 

Zoning laws, religion and the voice of a small but loud 
contingent of residents shape both disputes. 

In the case of the Orthodox Jewish community, the use of 
Mahwah’s parks and construction of an eruv on utility poles 
are sources of contention and now a state complaint. The 
eruv, designated by white piping installed on utility poles, 
allows Orthodox Jews to carry everyday items within its bor- 
ders. 

The Township Council introduced an ordinance expand- 
ing a ban on signs attached to utility poles to include any 
“device or matter.” 

The governing body also passed an ordinance limit- 
ing the use of municipal recreational facilities to New Jer- 
sey residents, targeting Orthodox Jews from New York, 
SEE MAHWAH, 9 
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WASHINGTON 


Report: 
Climate 
change is 
man-made 


White House releases study 
that contradicts Trump’s 
actions on global warming 


Chris Mooney, Juliet Eilperin 
and Brady Dennis Washington Post 


The Trump administration released a 
dire scientific report Friday calling human 
activity the dominant driver of global 
warming, a conclusion at odds with White 
House decisions to withdraw from a key 
international climate accord, champion 
fossil fuels and reverse Obama-era climate 
policies. 

To the surprise of some scientists, the 
White House did not seek to prevent the 
release of the government’s National Cli- 
mate Assessment, which is mandated by 
law. The report affirms that climate change 
is driven almost entirely by human action, 
warns of potential sea-level rise as high 
as 8 feet by the year 2100, and details cli- 
mate-related damage across the United 
States that is already unfolding as a result 
of 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit of global warm- 
ing since 1900. 

“It is extremely likely that human influ- 
ence has been the dominant cause of the 
observed warming since the mid-20th 
century,” the document reports. “For the 
warming over the last century, there is no 
convincing alternative explanation sup- 
ported by the extent of the observational 
evidence.” 

The report’s release underscores the 
extent to which the machinery of the fed- 
eral scientific establishment, operating 
in multiple agencies across the govern- 
ment, continues to grind on even as top 
administration officials have minimized 
or disparaged its findings. Federal scien- 
tists have continued to author papers and 
SEE CLIMATE, 9 


Don’t forget 
to set your 
clocks back 


Daylight saving 
time ends 2 a.m. 
Sunday. Turn clocks 
back one hour. 

Also, check smoke 
detector batteries. 


NEW YORK TERROR ATTACK 


For city, extraordinary efforts to keep a 26.2-mile, 5-borough target safe 


Hundreds of extra cops to join snipers, 
commandos along marathon route 


Tom Hays and Colleen Long Associated Press 


In a city shaken by its deadliest terrorist attack since 9/11, 
police are promising an unprecedented security effort to try 
to secure a soft target spanning five boroughs and 26.2 miles: 
the New York City Marathon. 

City officials have sought to calm the nerves of more than 
50,000 runners and huge crowds of onlookers expected to 
line the marathon route by insisting it will go off Sunday 
without a hitch only days after a truck attack killed eight 
people in lower Manhattan. 

The security detail will include hundreds of extra uni- 
formed patrol and plainclothes officers, roving teams of 
counterterrorism commandos armed with heavy weapons, 
bomb-sniffing dogs and rooftop snipers poised to shoot if a 
threat emerges. 
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The police department is also turning to a tactic it has 
used to protect Trump Tower and the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade: 16-ton sanitation trucks filled with sand. The 
trucks, along with “blocker cars,” will be positioned at key 
intersections to try to prevent anyone from driving onto the 
course. 

Marathoners from around the world who have been 


Wake to be held today 
for victim from Jersey 


A wake will be held today for the New Milford 

man killed Tuesday in the terror attack in New 
York City. Darren S. Drake will be buried along- 
side his grandparents, his father Jimmy Drake 


streaming into the city in anticipation of the race expressed Darren said. 
mixed feelings about running so soon after the carnage. S. Drake, 

“Tcan be really scared of itwhenIamathomeandinfront aformer When: Visitation will be held 1 to 4 p.m. today at 
of the TV,” Annemerel de Jongh, 28, of The Hague, Nether-  schoolboard Boulevard Funeral Home on River Road in New 
lands, said Thursday as she picked up her race number ata president, Milford. A funeral service will be held 9:30 a.m. 
Manhattan convention center. “But when Iam runningI feel was riding Monday at Church of the Ascension on Azalea 
maybe a little bit invincible, like nothing can happen to me. abicycle Drive in New Milford. 

I can run away from it.” ona break 

The New York Police Department said it has no informa- fromhisjob About Drake: He graduated from Rutgers in 
tion pointing to any credible threat against the race. at Moody’s 2007 with a degree in political science. He 

There is no question, though, that the course providesa on Tuesday earned a master’s from Fairleigh Dickinson 
security challenge, even for a police department with 35,000 whenheand University and was working toward a second 
officers. seven others master’s degree at Stevens Institute of Technol- 
SEE MARATHON, 9 were killed. ogy. — Allison Pries 
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